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MINUTES OF THE AYUNTAMIENTO OF SAN FELIPE 
DE AUSTIN, 1828-1832 1 

I 

E0ITED BY EUGENE C. BARKER 

Town of Austin, capital of the jurisdiction of that name, in the 
department of Bexar, State of Coahuila and Texas, February 10, 
1828. Citizen Stephen F. Austin, appointed on November 17 
by the superior order of the Most Excellent Governor of the State 
to hold the first municipal electoral assembly of the said jurisdic- 
tion — which order was circulated by the chief of the department 
on December 11 last — met with John P. Coles, James Cummins, 
Thomas -M. Duke, Alexander Hodge, and Humphrey Jackson al- 
caldes; Alexander Calvit, Green B. Jamieson, Philo Fairchild, 
Thomas Barnett, Moses Morrison, William Kincheloe, Eawson 
Alley, John Elam, and Clement C. Dyer tellers; Lawrence Richard 
Kenney, John D. Tayflor], John Andrews, Shubael Marsh, and 
John R. Foster secretaries. The lists of the electoral assemblies 
of the respective districts of the jurisdiction were opened, in con- 
formity with the 3d article of the above superior order and in 
fulfillment of the 100th article of the Regulation for the Admin- 
istration of Towns, 2 and the three general lists which said article 

'The minutes of the ayuntamiento of San Felipe de Austin from its in- 
stallation on February 12, 1828, to January 3, 1832, are in the Spanish 
department of the General Land Office at Austin, in three thin manuscript 
volumes. They were turned over to Ezra Cleveland, clerk of the district 
court at Bellville, by the county clerk in 1849, and by him transferred to 
the Land Office on April 30, 1852, under authority of a legislative act of 
February 9, 1852, for depositing land records in the Land Office. Volume 

1 contains the minutes from February 10, 1828, to June 4, 1830, Volume 

2 from July 5, 1830, to January 1, 1831, and Volume 3 from January 17, 
1831, to January 3, 1832. Volume 1 contains 63 single sheets or leaves., 
written on both sides. With the exception of sheets 6, 7, half of 8, and 11 
the first 41 sheets are in Spanish and are translated by the editor. There- 
after to the end of the third volume the record is bi-lingual with the Span- 
ish on the left-hand page and the English on the right. In a few cases, 
indicated in the notes, it has been possible to replace a missing page of 
English by translation of the Spanish. Thanks are due Hon. James T. 
Robison, Commissioner of the General Land Office, for permission to pub- 
lish these records. An account of the government of Austin's Colony before 
the organization of the ayuntamiento appears in this issue of The Quar- 
terly, pages 223-252. 

This decree (No. 37) is omitted from the official publication of the Laws 
of Coahuila and Texas, but there is a Spanish copy in the Austin Papers at 
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the University of Texas, and a translation by Stephen F. Austin in the 
Texas Gazette, Nos. 3, 4, and 5, October 13, 24, and 31. The University 
has Nos. 3 and 5, and Mrs. Mila T. Morris of Houston, Texas, has the first 
volume of the Gazette very nearly complete. The writer is indebted to the 
generosity of Mrs. Morris for the use of her copy. The law is so nearly 
inaccessible that the sections denning the functions of the ayuntamiento 
are here reprinted. 

"Art. 109. The ayuntamiento shall promote the establishment of hos- 
pitals, poor houses, or houses of charity and benevolence, they shall take 
care that the streets, markets, public places and prisons are kept clean, 
and also that the apothecary shops and other establishments that may 
have any influence on the public health shall be kept in proper order to 
prevent deleterious effects. 

"Art. 110. They shall not permit physicians or apothecaries to exercise 
their professions without a previous presentation of their diplomas or cer- 
tificates from the respective scientific authorities or corporations, accredit- 
ing fully their qualifications. . . . 

"Art. 111. The ayuntamiento shall have an inspection over the pro- 
visions and liquors of all classes that are offered for sale, and see that 
they are of good quality; they shall also take such timely measures as 
may be practicable for procuring supplies of the common necessaries of 
life in seasons of scarcity, so that the inhabitants may not suffer by 
famine. 

"Art. 112. They shall . . . provide proper burying grounds beyond 
the limits of the towns. ... 

"Art. 113. They shall take care that the lakes and ponds be drained, so 
that water shall not stagnate in the towns. 

"Art. 114. They shall remove whatever may jeopardize the health of 
the inhabitants or stock within the jurisdiction, when practicable to do so. 

"Art. 115. They shall take special care to establish a board of health, 
even in settlements or towns where there is but one physician. 

"Art. 116. They shall see that the streets are straight, paved and 
lighted, when it is practicable, and that shade and ornamental trees shall 
tje planted, and public walks formed. 

"Art. 117. They shall take care that the public roads of the district 
•are kept in order and repair. . . . 

"Art. 118. They shall also take charge of the repairing, preservation 
and construction of all works or buildings of public utility or ornament, 
within their respective jurisdictions. 

"Art. 119. They shall take care that the woods and timber belonging 
to the commons shall be preserved and shall not permit one useful tree to 
be destroyed without planting three of the same kind in its place, and the 
owners of land shall be excited to take care of and augument their groves, 
but without interfering in the use or benefit they may choose to make of 
them. 

"Art. 120. The ayuntamiento shall take charge of the administration 
and regulation of hospitals, poor houses, institutions of learning, and 
-other establishments of a literary, scientific or benevolent nature that are 
supported by the public funds, and in those that are established by individ- 
uals they shall see that nothing contrary to the laws is permitted. 

"Art. 121. Every six months they shall form a statistical account of the 
municipality, and every three months they shall call on the curate of the 
parish for a note of those born, married and dead, specifying the sexes, 
ages, and both documents shall be transmitted to the chief of partido. 

"Art. 122. They shall not permit in their jurisdiction vagabonds, drunk- 
ards, gamblers by profession, nor any idle or vicious people who have no 
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visible means of subsistence; and, in order that they may dictate the nec- 
essary general measures to prosecute persons of this class, those are de- 
clared such : 

"1st. Who live without any occupation, business or income. 

"2d. Those who, being sound and vigorous, and of robust age, or who 
have an impediment that does not incapacitate them from work, go about 
from door to door begging alms. 

'3d. Those who, possessing property or income, or being of respectable 
families, spend their time in gambling houses, and other suspicious place3, 
to the public scandal, and who are disrespectful to the public authorities. 

"4th. Those who have some profession or occupation, and are idle the 
greatest part of the year without just cause. 

"5th. Day laborers who only work one day out of many, and who spend 
the time in idleness which ought to be employed in useful labor, without 
adopting any other honest means of subsistence. 

"6th. Loose young persons from other places who have run away from 
their homes and have no fixed occupation, and also those belonging to the 
jurisdiction who have no other occupation than begging, either because 
they are orphans or because their fathers had abandoned them to this vile 
mode of living. 

"Art. 123. The ayuntamientos will attend to the correction and reforma- 
tion of such persons, and after examining the summary investigation to 
be made respecting them by the alcalde, they will, in accord with the 
alcalde, set them to work for a time not exceeding six months in some 
shop, farm or other useful occupation under the direction of their pro- 
prietors', or of some managers, and should they again return to their vices, 
they shall be condemned to public works for six months longer, but there 
must first be a previous investigation to prove that they have so returned 
to their vicious habits. 

"Art. 124. They shall promote in the limits of their jurisdiction the 
planting and cultivation of all fruits and productions that can be raised, 
and are not prohibited by the laws. 

"Art. 125. They shall make a distribution of the contributions assigned 
to each town or jurisdiction, proceeding in this with prudence and equity. 

"Art. 126. They shall remove, in conformity with the laws and so far 
as may be possible, the obstacles that retard agriculture, industry, com- 
merce and the progress of mining. 

"Art. 127. They shall see that the sunpplies to be furnished to the 
troops, agreeably to the existing laws, are proportionately divided amongst 
the inhabitants. 

"Art. 128. It is their particular duty to establish primary schools in 
all the villages or settlements of the jurisdicion, and see that everything 
shall be taught in them prescribed by the 215th article of the constitution, 
and for this purpose they shall designate, of themselves and with the 
knowledge of the chief of department, the means of raising the necessary 
funds to establish them in places that for want of such funds cannot have 
them immediately, and propose the same to the government for its deter- 
mination on the subject. 

"Art. 129. They shall appoint a committee from their own body to visit 
such schools weekly, and they will inform the government every six months 
as to the state of said schools, stating the aid that is needed for them, and 
the mode of remedying the embarrassments to their advancement, when 
such embarrassments cannot be removed by the sole authority of the 
ayuntamiento. 

"Art. 130. They will excite, by every means in their power, the fathers 
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100 s prescribes were formed. The result was that Mr. Thomas 
M. Duke received 131 votes for alcalde and Mr. Ira Ingram re- 
ceived 111 votes. 

Mr. Thomas Davis, 223 votes for Eegidor 

Mr. Humphrey Jackson, 96 votes for idem 

Mr. William Morton, 92 votes for idem 

Mr. H. H. League, 24 votes for idem 

Mr. Wyly Martin, 15 votes for idem 

Mr. J. H. Bell 1 vote for idem 

Mr. L. R. Kenney 1 vote for idem 

[p. la] For Sindico procurador Mr. Rawson Alley received 218 
votes and Mr. M. B. Nuckols 3 votes. 

These elections having been announced by the presiding officer, 

of families to send their children to school, and they will see that the 
curates exhort their parishoners to this effect. 

"Art. 131. The funds and capitals of schools must be secured and 
their rents attended to to the satisfaction of the ayuntamientos and on 
their responsibility. 

"Art. 132. The ayuntamientos shall see that all the strays that appear 
within the limits of their jurisdiction are taken up, and render an account 
of them to the government every six months. . . . 

"Art. 133. The ayuntamientos> shall have charge of the administration 
and application of the municipal funds. . . . They shall transmit 
annually to the chief of partido a certified account of the ingress and 
egress of said funds. 

"Art. 134. The ayuntamientos that have not funds sufficient for their 
ordinary expenditures shall form an estimate of their annual expenses 
in the manner prescribed in article 91 of this law, and in the same manner 
propose the means of raising them. When it is necessary to have recourse 
to taxes to raise extra funds for building municipal houses and jail3, 
or for their repair ... an estimate of the costs of such buildings 
or repairs, and a plan of taxes for raising such extra funds shall be made 
. . . and transmitted to the government for approval. 

"Art. 145. In order that the measures and resolutions of the ayunta- 
mientos shall be executed and obeyed within their respective jurisdictions, 
they can impose fines on those who violate them, from four bits to fifty 
dollars; or imprison or condemn to public works from one to fifteen days 
those who are unable to pay such fine, proceeding in both cases by means 
of the alcalde who presides over said corporations. The fines shall be 
applied to the funds of the municipality. 

"Art. 149. There shall be one secretary in each ayuntamiento, elected 
by the same, by a plurality of votes." . . . 

"'Art. 100. On the next Sunday after the said election the ayunta- 
miento shall convene in their hall, and the president, tellers and secretaries 
of the electoral assemblies shall also convene at the same time and place, 
and three general lists shall be made from all the others, in one shall 
be set down the persons voted for for alcaldes, in another those voted 
for for regidores, and in the other those voted for for sindico procurador, 
placing the persons who had the highest number of votes first on the 
respective lists." 
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the list was immediately posted in the most public place, and it 
was agreed that attested copies should be taken from this to be 
sent to the Government, forwarding by conducto of Citizen 
Stephen P. Austin the official advice which article 103* of the 
above superior order. 

The said Senor Stephen F. Austin read a translation of the 
laws of the state on the administration of justice/ on the political 
administration of towns, and a discussion of the powers and duties 
of the ayuntamiento. 

The proceedings continued. A general list was formed of the 
persons who received votes for the position of commissaries of 
police and sindicos for the districts; of Victoria and Mina. This 
showed that Thomas Barnett received 45 votes, G. B. Hall 35 votes 
and M. B. Nuekols 1 vote for commissary of the district of Vic- 
toria; and that Thomas Barnett received 38 votes, John D. Tay- 
lor 33 votes, William Harris 18 votes, and M. B. Nuekols 1 vote 
for sindicos of the same district. Barnett having received the 
greatest number of votes for commissary was declared elected to 
that office, in conformity with article 101 e of law No. 37. In the 
same way, Taylor having received the greatest number of votes, 
after Barnett, for sindico, was declared legally elected sindico in 
conformity with the said article 101. For the office of commis- 
sary of the district of Mina William Kincheloe received 14 votes, 
Amos Rawls received 14 votes, and [p. 2] Daniel Rawls received 
one vote for sindico of the same district. 

In virtue of which, Thomas M. Duke was declared to be elected 
alcalde, Thomas Davis and Humphrey Jackson regidores, and 
Rawson Alley sindico procurador for the new ayuntamiento of the 
said jurisdiction of Austin; Thomas Barnett commissary of police 
and John D. Taylor sindico for the district of Victoria; and Wil- 

4 "Art. 103. The President of the respective ayuntamiento shall give an 
official notice to the persons who, in conformity with article 165 of the 
constitution, are elected for the municipal offices." 
said law No. 37 requires, and in fulfillment of article 4 of the 

■See above, p. 246, note 83. 

""Art. 101. Should the same individual receive votes for alcalde, regi- 
dor and procurador, he shall only he set down on the list of the one for 
which he received the highest vote, and should such individual receive 
an equal number of votes for two or more of said appointments, that of 
alcalde shall take precedence over that of regidor, and the latter over 
that of procurador." 
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liam Kincheloe commissary of police and Amos Eawls sindico of 
the district of Mina. 

Citizen Stephen F. Austin, President of the electoral assembly 
{junta), having given official notice to those elected, as article 
103 of the regulation for the political administration of towns 
requires, and each one of the said persons having taken the oath 
which article 220 of the State Constitution requires, they assumed 
by this act their respective offices. 

In conclusion of this session, the president, the alcaldes, tellers 
(escrutadores), and secretaries, and the the secretary of the juris- 
diction signed these proceedings. 

Estevan F. Austin Humphrey Jackson 

James Cummins Eawson Alley 

Alexr Hodge Lau[ren]ce Bich Kenney 

John P. Elam Shubael Marsh 

Thos M. Duke 

Samuel M. Williams 

Secretary 

[p. 3] List of the individuals who obtained votes for the office 
of sindico procurador of this town in the municipal assembly held 
on the 10th day of this month, in accordance with the special or- 
der of the Governor of the State, dated November 17 of the past 
year and communicated by the political chief of this department 
on December 11 of the same year through a commission to Citizen 
Empresario Stephen F. Austin for holding this assembly. 

Names Votes 

Eawson Alley 218 

M. B. Nuekols 3 

Town of Austin February 10, 1828. 

Estevan F. Austin, President 

Green B. Jameson, Teller (escrutador) 

Eawson Alley, Teller 

Samuel M. Williams, Secretary. 

[p. 4] List of the individuals who received votes for alcalde of 
this town in the municipal assembly held therein the 10th of this 
month in accordance with the special order of his Excellency the 
Governor of the State the 17th of November of the past year, 
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and communicated by the political chief of this department De- 
cember 11 of the same year by means of a commission to the 
Citizen Empresario Stephen P. Austin to preside over the said 

assembly. 

]STames Votes 

Thomas M. Duke 121 

Ira, Ingram Ill 

Town of San Felipe de Austin, February 10, 1828. 

Stephen F. Austin, President 
Green B. Jameson, Teller 
Bawson Alley, Teller 

Samuel M Williams, 

Secretary. 

[p. 5] List of the individuals who obtained votes for the office of 
regidor of this town in the municipal assembly held therein the 
10th of this month in accordance with the special order of his 
Excellency the Governor of the State the 17th of November of 
the past year, and communicated by the political chief of this de- 
partment December 11 of the same year by means of a commis- 
sion to the Citizen Empresario Stephen F. Austin to preside over 
the said assembly. 

Names Votes 

Thomas Davis 223 

Humphrey Jackson 96 

William Morton 92 

H. H. League 24 

Wyly Martin 15 

J.'h. Bell 1 

L. R. Kenny 1 

Town of San Felipe de Austin, February 10, 1828. 

Estevan F. Austin, President 
Green B. Jameson, Teller 
Rawson Alley Teller 

Samuel M. William, Secretary 

[p. 6] **In virtue of the foregoing act of election in which citi- 

**The matter between the ** is from the English original, pp. 6, 6a, 7, 
7a, and 8. 
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zen Thomas M. Duke was elected Alcalde, Citizens Thomas Davis 
and Humphrey Jackson were elected Eegidors and Citizen Baw- 
son Alley as Sindieo Procurador and the said Individuals having 
under said act taken the oath prescribed in art. 220 of the state 
constitution proceeded to the installation of the Municipal Ayun- 
tamto for the judisdiction of Austin — The Persons aforesaid 
took their respective places presided by Citizen Thomas M. Duke 
Alcalde and having declared themselves as ready to proceed to the 
discussion and organization of the subjects more immediately con- 
nected with their formation — The Ayuntamto was proclaimed to 
be duly installed and organized and then proceeded to the discus- 
sion and decreeing the following subjects — First the appointment 
of Secretary — the Secretary of the jurisdiction having declined the 
appointment ordered that means be adopted to procure a Secre- 
tary and appoint and commission him in order to attest the acts 
of the Ayuntamto as the Law requires and until such appoint- 
ment Citizen Samuel M. Williams is hereby authorized to attest 
to the proceedings of this meeting and the acts of the Ayuntamto 
and should the appointment of secretary not be verified [p. 6a] 
to the next meeting he will be considered as acting Secretary 
Pro Tern, at such next meeting, and should his Situation per- 
mit a further continuance and no person be appointed he can 
continue to act until such appointment is verified — Second The 
Existing necessity of Stationary Quills Ink etc. require the imme- 
diate attention of this body. Therefore ordered that Citizen 
Thomas Davis be and is hereby appointed a committee to procure 
on the faith of the Ayuntamto a sufficient quantity of stationary 
Quills Ink etc. a house or convenient building for the Ayuntamto 
to hold its meetings and to keep the archives of the Ayuntamto 
and Alcalde and a sufficient Book or paper case for the preserva- 
tion of the archives of this body and the Alcalde a Table and seats 
for the same as soon as practicable and report at the next meet- 
ing what he may have done 2d Ordered that the acting secretary 
extend the necessary official notices for the Govt of the State, 
Chief of the Depart, and the Ayuntamto of Nacogdoches LaBahia 
and Bexar of the installation of this Ayuntamto and answer the 
official letters reed through Citizen Stephen F Austin this day 
from Chief of Department — Further ordered that Citizen Thos 
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M. Duke be appointed a committee to draw up an address to the 
people in the form of a subscription paper exhorting the In- 
habitants to afford such assistance as may be convenient for 
[p. 7] the construction of a Court House and jail or either of 
them as the amt reed may justify and in the opinion of the Ayun- 
tamto may be most necessary — Further ordered that in obedience 
to the official order of the Chief of Department dated 5th Febru- 
ary in this year that the necessary instructions be issued to the 
Regidor of this body and C[itizen] Thomas Davis and the sin- 
dico Procurador Citizen Eawson Alley and the commissarios of 
the Precincts of Victoria and Mina for the taking of the census 
of this Colony in the manner and form described in the plan 
accompanying the said official order. The oommissario of Mina 
will take the Census of the whole of his precinct, the commissario 
of Victoria will take that of the whole of his precinct except that 
on the waters of the Buffalo Bayou and San Jacinto which will be 
taken by the sindico of that Precinct — The Regidor Thomas Davis 
of this body will take that part of the District of San Felipe below 
the Coshatie crossing down to the precinct of Victoria and the 
Sindico procurador Eawson Alley will take that part of the Dis- 
trict on the Colorado down to the precinct of Mina and above the 
Coshatie road on the Brazos River. The Ayuntamto adjourned 
[p. 7a] uutil the 9th day of March 1828 San Felipe de Austin 12th 
of Feby 1828 

Thos M. Duke 

Pres. Ayuntamto 
Attest 

Samuel M. Williams 

Sectry Pro Tern — 

I do certify that this is a true copy from the original record of 
the meeting which was drawn on Blank paper and transferred to 
the Sealed Record of Proceedings of Ayuntamto 

Thos M. Duke 
Pres. of Ayuntamto 
San Felipe March 14th 1828 

[p. 8] The Ayuntamto met according to adjournment The Sec- 
retary Pro Tern being out of place the meeting was adjourned to 
the 14th instant on that day they again met and the secretary 
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pro tern Samuel M. Williams declining to serve citizen Stephen 
F. Austin was chosen Secretary pro tem to this meeting 

Members Present Citizen Thomas M. Duke Pres of Ayuntamto 
Citz Thomas Davis Regidor and citz. Rawson Alley sindico Pro- 
curador having declared themselves ready Proceeded to business — 
In the first place they agree to forward the following proposition 
to Government, to tvit** 

The public resources (fondos proprios) of this jurisdiction con- 
sist of the lots of the town of Austin and the public ferry here 
on the Brazos River. The first have not as yet produced enough 
to pay the necessary charges of the surveyor who surveyed the 
lots and made the plat of the town, and there is little hope that 
they will produce anything for this year. The second is leased 
for this year for the sum of a hundred dollars. 

Public funds lacking, the ayuntamiento proposes to the gov- 
ernment the following taxes to cover the two estimate which are 
submitted: One of $750 for municipal expenses, and the other 
of $4,000 to build a [p. 8a] jail and town hall. 

towit: 

For license to citizens or inhabitants legally established as such 
for keeping a dry goods store, $5 for each six months, payable at 
the time of taking out the license. 

For the same to foreigners, $10 for each six months, payable in 
the same way. 

For the same to citizens to sell merchandise and liquors, $7.50 
each six months. 

For the same to foreigners for the same purpose $15 for each 
six months, payable in the same manner. 

The same to public inns in which liquors are sold, $7.50 payable 
in the same manner. 

The same for inns in which liquors are not sold, $5 for each 
six months, payable in the same way 

The same for selling peddler's goods — for citizens, $5 each six 
months; for foreigners, $15 each six months, payable in the same 
way. 

One dollar a year for each slave, of whatever age or sex, payable 
one-half each six months by the owner. 

Twelve and a half cents a quintal on all merchandise, not the 
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produce of the jurisdiction, exported from the jurisdiction or pass- 
ing through its territory in transit. 

[p. 9] Twelve and a half cents for each head of cattle driven 
from the jurisdiction, except those belonging to emigrants or citi- 
zens who are going to establish themselves in other parts of the 
state. 

Half a real [6J cents] for each head of small cattle [sheep, 
goats, etc.] driven from the jurisdiction, with the above exception. 

Five per cent on the cost of the original manufacture of all 
merchandise or goods introduced in the jurisdiction, except liquors, 
and five cents 7 a gallon (galon) of five quartillas for liquors. 

Two and a half cents a gallon, of five quartillos, on liquors 
made of corn or any other product in the jurisdiction. 

The ayuntamiento, under its responsibility, is to name the per- 
sons and formulate the regulations which it considers necessary 
for collecting and securing the exact assessment (cobro) of these 
taxes, and shall have authority to fine any one who tries to de- 
fraud the municipal funds in the assessment or payment of the 
said taxes to three times the amount of the fraud which was so 
attempted or effected, after trial of the case before the alcalde. 

[p. 9a] Any one who sells anything or who opens an inn under 
circumstances which require a license, as previously mentioned, 
before having obtained the appropriate license, shall be held for 
a defrauder of the public funds and fined to three times the price 
of the required license, in conformity with the above. 

Town hall of the Villa, of Austin, March 14, 1828. 

Estimate of municipal expenses for the jurisdiction of Austin 
for the year 1828, made in conformity with article 134 8 of law 
No. 37, of June 13 [15], 1827. 

To wit: 
Salary of a Secretary learned in the Spanish and English 

languages, who can also serve as translator $350 

House rent until the town hall is built 100 

Cost of paper and other things for the Secretary's office. . . . 100 
Mileage of members attending meetings of the ayuntamiento. 200 



$750 

The expression is cinco sueldos. A footnote explains that "by sueldo 
is understood the hundredth part of a dollar." 
'See note 2, p. 299. 
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Note — The sum of $200 is suggested to pay the personal ex- 
penses of the members of the ayuntamiento because one of them 
lives thirty [p. 10] leagues and another ten leagues from the town, 
and, since they have no house in town, must pay their expenses 
from their own pockets — a charge which they consider somewhat 
heavy to pay from their own funds. 

Town of Austin, March 14, 1828 
Estimate of the cost of building a jail and town-hall in the 
Villa of Austin, formed by the ayuntamiento in accordance with 
article 134 of law No. 37, of June 13 [15], 1827. 

To wit: 

For building of jail $1,000 

For building of town-hall 3,000 



$4,000 

**Villa de Austin 15th de Marzo de 1828 
Ordered that a provisional Election be held on the thirtieth 
day of this month for one Captain and two Lieutenants in the 
former district of Colorado at the house of James Cummens — 
Likewise ordered that a provisional Election be held on the 6th 
of April next for One Captain and two Lieutenants in the former 
District of Bravo at the LaBahia Crossing of the River Brazos. 
The Ayuntamto adjourned until the 12th of April next. 
San Felipe de Austin — March 15th 1828 

Thos M. Duke 
Prest Ayuntamto 
Attest 

Stephen F. Austin 

Sy pro tern 

[p. 10a] March 31st 1828. Having presented the individuals 
charged by this body to take the census their respective lists from 
which must be formed and remitted to the Chief of Department 
the Census of this jurisdiction in Conformity with the form reed 
from the said Chief up to this day and remitted to the same by 
the next mail. 

**The matter between the ** is from the English original, p. 10. 
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Villa de Austin 31st March 1828. 
Considering the paralized state of immigration to this Juris- 
diction from the U. S. arrising from the difficulties encountered 
by Imigrants in bringing servants and hirelings with them, this 
Body conceive it their duty to propose to the Legislature of this 
state through the Chief of Depart a project of a Law whereby 
emigrants and inhabitants of this state may be secured in the 
Contracts made by them with servants or hirelings in foreign 
countries which project the prest will make out in the following 
terms to wit. "Are guaranteed the Contracts made by emigrants 
to this state or Inhabitants of it with the servants or hirelings 
they introduce" and solicit the said Chief to forward it on to the 
Legislature with [p. 11] such additional influence as he may think 
proper to extend to it. Villa de Austin 5 de Abril de 1828.** 

[MUNICIPAL OKDINAN"CE 9 

The Governor of the State of Coahuila and Texas to all its In- 
habitants — Know Ye, that the Congress of said state have de- 
creed as follows: 

No. 100. — The Constitutional Congress of the free independent 
and sovereign state of Coahuila and Texas have enacted the fol- 
lowing 

MUNICIPAL ORDINANCE* 

FOR THE GOVERNMENT AND REGULATION OF THE AYUNTAMIENTO 

OF AUSTIN 

Chapter I 

OF THE INSTALLATION AND INTERIOR RULES OF THE AYUNTAMI- 
ENTO, AND THE APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES 

Art. 1. On the first day of January, of each year, the ayunta- 
miento, of the last year, shall convene, in public session, in con- 

*The volume contains no minutes from March 14 to December 21, but 
in the Texas Gazette of October 31, 1829, appears a municipal ordinance 
which Austin says this ayuntamiento adopted and submitted to the legis- 
lature. The legislature passed it as Decree No. 100, May 30, 1829, but it 
is omitted from the official publication of the Laws of Coahuila and Texas. 
For that reason it is thought desirable to present it here. 

aThis ordinance was formed by the ayuntamiento of 1828 (except the 
last chapter), in compliance with the 150th article of the law 37, regulat- 
ing the executive branch of the state government, and it was transmitted 
to the governor, through the chief of department, to he laid before the 
legislature for approval. — Translator. 
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junction with the persons newly elected for the ayuntamiento of 
that year. The president of the last year's ayuntamiento shall 
then administer the oath prescribed by the constitution (220th 
art.) to the president of the new ayuntamiento; and the latter 
shall in like manner administer it, to all the newly elected mem- 
bers in regular order. 

Art. 2. This act being concluded, the president of the old 
ayuntamiento, in order to inform the newly elected members and 
the people, at the beginning of each year, of the true situation 
of the municipality, and of its progress, shall deliver a written 
discourse, or message, to the new ayuntamiento in said public ses- 
sion; explaining, in general terms, the state of the municipality, 
and giving a detailed account of all subjects or business that may 
be unfinished, which are deemed to be interesting, and particularly 
of the state of public improvements, building, or other things 
which may require any expediture of the municipal funds; speci- 
fying minutely all contracts made with individuals in such cases; 
he will also state any defects or inconveniences which experience 
may have pointed out in the municipal ordinance, or in any of the 
municipal regulations, enacted by the ayuntamiento (bandos) 
suggesting the amendments b that may be deemed necessary to 
remedy such defects or inconveniences, and finally he will present 
a general account of the state of all municipal funds during the 
year of his administration, specifying, in detail, the ingress and 
egress of such funds, and stating any defects or inconveniences 
which it may appear, from experience, exist in this branch, as 
well as in all other branches of the administration, which are 
committed by the laws to the ayuntamiento. 

Art. 3. Before the above stated session is adjourned, the new 
president shall call a session of the new ayuntamiento, for the 

bThe mode of amending the municipal ordinance, is by petition from 
the ayuntamiento to the legislature through the chief of department and 
governor, stating clearly the specific amendment that is required and the 
reasons which make it necessary, should the legislature approve of such 
proposed amendment it becomes a law and a part of the municipal ordi- 
nance, but should it not be so approved, it fails. The municipal regula- 
tions (bandos) which are enacted by the ayuntamiento can be amended or 
repealed by that body — any citizen or number of citizens, can petition 
the ayuntamiento, in a respectful and decorous manner, on any subject 
connected with the local regulations or affairs of the municipality which 
are placed by law, under the direction and control of that body; said 
petitions are presented by the sindico procurador. — Translator. 
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purpose of appointing the permanent or standing committees, 
which the ayuntamiento may deem necessary ; such committees wilJ 
be composed of one or more persons each; and the president will 
cause the former committees, of the last year, to deliver over to 
the new ones all the papers and document which may be in their 
possession, appertaining to said committees. 

Art. 4. The special committees shall be appointed by the pres- 
ident, as the circumstance of any particular subject may require; 
and they may be composed of one, two or three individuals, at 
most, keeping always in view the qualifications of the persons 
selected. 

Art. 5. No member of the ayuntamiento shall refuse to serve 
on committees, except for a just and sufficient excuse, which must 
be approved of by two-thirds of all the members of that body. 

Art. 6. Each committee shall promptly, exactly and faithfully 
discharge the duties assigned to it, rendering an account to the 
ayuntamiento of any embarrassments which may present them- 
selves, and being directly responsible to that body for any neglect 
or omission in executing the business confided to it. 

Art. 7. The committees shall make a report to the ayunta- 
miento, in writing, on finishing the subject referred to them, and 
that body adopt such measures, on said reports, as may be nec- 
essary. 

Art. 8. The committee charged with the examination and in- 
spection of schools must make a report, on that subject, at each 
regular session of the ayuntamiento at least. 

Chapter II 

OF THE SESSIONS 

Art. 9. The ayuntamiento shall hold a session on the first 
Monday of each month, if it is not a religious holiday, and if it 
should be, the session shall be held on the next following day 
that may not be a holiday." 1 The said sessions shall commence 
at ten o'clock, A. M. and shall continue as long as the ayun- 
tamiento may conceive it necessary to complete the business on 

cThe ayuntamiento are the trustees and supervisors of schools and in- 
stitutions of learning, within the municipality. See chapt. 6, law 37. — 
Translator. 

<JThe religious holydays on which it is illegal to do business are desig- 
nated in the Mexican aJmanacs by a double cross, thus ft- — Translator. 
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hand; and each member shall attend such sessions, unless absent 
with leave, or for a good and sufficient reason. 

Art. 10. Any member who fails to attend the sessions, with- 
out good and sufficient reason, shall be fined not less than two 
nor more than ten dollars, which fine shall be applied to the 
municipal funds. 

Art. 11. Any member of the corporation has the right to re- 
quest an extra session of that body, whenever he may deem it 
necessary. 

Art. 12. The president shall call such extra session on the 
presentation of a petition, requesting it either verbally or in writ- 
ing; and no member shall fail to attend the same under the pen- 
alty prescribed in the 10th article. 

Art. 13. Subjects shall be introduced and discussed methodi- 
cally in the ayuntamiento ; each member who wishes to speak shall 
notify the same to the president, who shall see that each one 
speaks in his regular turn, and that he is not interrupted while 
speaking. 

Art. 14. The discussions shall be public, unless decency or 
other important circumstances require them to be secret. 

Art. 15. The secret discussions shall continue as long as the 
subject may require. 

Art. 16. The vote on all ordinary subjects shall be taken by 
calling upon those who approve to rise, and those who disapprove 
to keep their seats. 

Art. 17. Whenever the subject is an important one, or when- 
ever any member, in order to save his own responsibility, or for 
public information, should call for the ayes: and noes, the vote 
shall be taken in that way and recorded, each member, as called, 
pronouncing his name, and stating whether he approves or dis- 
approves. 

Art. 18. The vote can also be taken by secret ballot whenever 
the question is relative to appointments, or whenever it may be 
deemed necessary. Such secret ballot may be taken by each 
member approaching the president or secretary, and signifying 
his vote, which shall be registered in his presence, or by means 
of tickets which shall be delivered to the president, who will de- 
posit them in a ballot box, and the secretary shall take them out, 
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one by one, and pass them to the president, who will read them 
aloud, and declare the result of the election. 

Art. 19. Should the president, presiding, not be a regidor he 
shall have no vote, except in oases of a tie and in elections, in 
which he shall always have a vote; should there be a tie in elec- 
tions the vote shall be repeated; and in case of a tie the second 
time it shall be decided by lot. 

Art. 20. In all votes a majority of one more than half the 
members present shall be sufficient to decide the question. 

Art. 21. Good order shall be observed in all debates, and all 
harsh or offensive expressions against any member of the corpo- 
ration shall be avoided. The debates shall not deviate farther 
from the subject, under discussion, than may be necessary to its 
elucidation. 

Art. 22. Whenever the subject, under discussion, is relative 
to any member present, or to debts due by him in which the cor- 
poration are interested, he shall immediately retire, in order that 
the vote on the subject may be unembarrassed; he shall, however, 
have the right of making an explanation of the matter before the 
vote is taken. 

Chapter ITI 

OF THE PRESIDENT AND HIS ATTRIBUTIONS 

Art. 23 The alcalde or regidor, as the case may be, who pre- 
sides over the corporation, shall report the subjects which are to 
be acted on by that body, and designate the order in which they 
shall be taken up according to their importance; and he shall 
also : 

1st. Declare whose turn it is to speak, in conformity as the 
members may have signified their intention so to do, 

2d. Call members back to the subject under discussion who 
may deviate from it, 

3d. Call to order those who are rude or disrespectful, 

4th. Adjourn the session to the day designated by this ordi- 
nance, and convoke extra sessions when necessary, 

5th. Kne those who neglect their duty without a good and 
sufficient cause, 

6th. Require the members to appear at the session in a decent 
manner, and cause the hall to be cleared when a secret session is 
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ordered, or when the spectators are disorderly, first calling them 
to order, 

7th. Conduct the correspondence of the ayuntamiento, which 
shall be countersigned by the secretary, 

8th. See that the orders of the ayuntamiento, which are com- 
mitted to his charge, are duly complied with, 

9th. And finally, he shall see that each one of the articles of 
this ordinance are duly and strictly complied with. 

Chapter IV. 

OF THE DUTIES AND POWERS OP THE AYUNTAMIENTO, AND OF THE 
REGIDORS AND SINDICO PROCURADOR. 

Art. 24. The regidors and procurador have the right of speak- 
ing and voting in the ayuntamiento, and that body shall faith- 
fully discharge all the duties prescribed by law No. 37, regulat- 
ing the Executive Department of the State Government, and espe- 
cially from art. 97 to 157, inclusive, of said law, adopting the 
necessary measures for that purpose. 

Art. 2-5. The alcalde, regidors and procurador can be accused 
before the ayuntamiento, by any individual of that body, for any 
neglect of duty in their respective offices. 

Art. 26. The ayuntamiento shall also watch over the conduct 
of the officers of the national government within their jurisdic- 
tion, and report any mal-eonduct of said officers to the alcalde, and 
the sindieo procurador shall deliver to him such documents as he 
may have on the subject and deem necessary, in order that the 
said alcalde may report the same to the government, to be acted 
upon as it may deem proper. 

Art. 27. The sindieo procurador is the procurator, (personero) 
of all the civil affairs of the municipality, and it is his duty to 
render an account to the ayuntamiento of the state of said affairs. 

Art. 28. The ayuntamiento can enact municipal regulations 
(bandos) relative to the affairs of police and good order, basing 
them on the laws, and causing them to be obeyed by fines, appli- 
cable to the municipal funds; and it can particularly pass regu- 
lations or orders on the following subjects : 

1st. Establishing the boundaries of the town and lands, ap- 
pertaining to it, which cannot be given to individuals, because they 
belong to the permanent funds of the town, fondo de proprios. 
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2d. Relative to the height, quality and construction of all 
fences of fields, pastures, pens, or other lots. 

3d. Relative to the roads and public bridges of the jurisdic- 
tion, specifying the manner of establishing and laying them off, 
opening and completing them, either by means of a tax in money, 
or by the personal labor of the inhabitants, divided in just and 
equitable proportions according to the circumstances. 

4th. Eelative to the timber and woods belonging to the com- 
mons of the town, and fining those who cut wood from them, 
without permission from the corporation. 

oth. Relative to ferries over the rivers, where it is necessary to 
keep boats ; granting licenses to individuals to establish them, sub- 
ject to such rules and instructions as the ayuntamiento may make 
on the subject. 

6th. Relative to the firing of the prairies or woods to the prej- 
udice or injury of individuals. 

7th. Relative to the appointment, duties, and emolument of 
the public surveyors of the municipality, to survey scientifically 
the public roads, also the streets, public squares and lots of towns, 
according to their original plans; and, also, all tracts or portions 
of land which may be sold by the inhabitants to each other, in 
order to prevent titles or deeds for land, from being made be- 
tween individuals, without a previous scientific survey, by a sur- 
veyor appointed for that purpose, who shall be responsible for the 
exact and faithful discharge of his duties; because, without this 
precaution, there will be numberless sales and transfers of land 
between individuals, with the limits designated by imaginary 
lines, without being measured or marked: the inevitable result of 
which, must be confusion and litigation, in future, between ad- 
joining proprietors; and it being the duty of the ayuntamiento to 
watch over the interests of the inhabitants, and the tranquility 
of the municipality, it should particularly do so by the appoint- 
ment of municipal surveyors, and the regulation of their duties. 

8th. Relative to the extermination of wolves, tigers and other 
animals of prey; and prohibiting the useless destruction of deer 
and buffalo. 

9th. Relative to horses, mules, cattle, sheep, goats, hogs, etc. 
that have strayed off from their owners. 

10th. Relative to tippling shops, taverns, drunkenness and 
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gambling, in order to prevent the abuses, disorders and evils re- 
sulting from unrestrained liberty in those things. 

11th. Relative to poor orphans, beggars, cripples, and infirm 
aged persons, who are incapable of supporting themselves. 

Art. 29. The ayuntamiento, so far as circumstances will per- 
mit, shall promote the establishment of a school in the capital of 
the municipality, for the purpose of teaching the English and 
Spanish languages, for which purpose they will form a plan and 
transmit it to the governor, through the regular channel, to be 
presented to the legislature for approval. 

Art. 30. The attention of the ayuntamiento shall be principally 
and particularly directed to the local police of the municipality, 
comprehending the important subjects : the security of persons and 
property of the inhabitants, the public health and convenience, 
and the ornament, regularity and good appearance of the town. 

Art. 31. These objects shall be divided out amongst perma- 
nent committees, who shall execute the orders and instructions is- 
sued on the subject by the ayuntamiento, observing also the pro- 
visions of law 37. 

Chapter V. 

OP MEETINGS OST DAYS OP PUBLIC FESTIVALS. 

Art. 32. The ayuntamiento shall convene on the days desig- 
nated by law as ^National Festivals. 

Art. 33. Whenever that body i3 convened by the president, to 
any of the above named sessions, no member shall fail to attend 
without a good and sufficient reason under the penalty of three 
dollars, applicable to the municipal funds. 

Art. 34. On such occasions the military, and national and state 
officers, shall take the station in the ayuntamiento next after the 
alcalde. 

Art. 35. The uniform and badges designated by law, are the 
only ones which shall be used on such occasions ; and they shall be 
worn with proper decency and decorum. 

Art. 36. Should the governor or lieut. governor of the state 
visit this town, and wish to attend any such public sessions, a com- 
mittee of the ayuntamiento shall wait upon him., at his lodgings 
and conduct him from thence to the municipal hall, to proceed 
from thence to the church, in procession, and at the conclusion, 
the same committee shall reconduct him back to his lodgings. 



Minutes of the Ayuntamiento of San Felipe de Austin 319 
Chaptee VI. 

OP THE SECRETARY OP THE AYUNTAMIENTO. 

Art. 37. It shall be the duty of the secretary to record all the 
acts of the ayuntamiento, in both the English and Spanish lan- 
guages, placing one opposite to the other, in the same book, to 
avoid mistakes. 

Art. 38. He shall also translate into English, in writing, all 
the orders and decrees which he may receive from the ayunta- 
miento or its president; and he shall file such translation with its 
respective original, to prevent their being lost or misplaced; it 
being well understood that, should the secretary fail to comply 
with the duties imposed on him, by this and the foregoing article, 
he shall suffer the penalty of twenty-five dollars, applicable to the 
municipal funds. 

Art. 39. The secretary shall keep a book of acts, in which shall 
be recorded a brief, clear and substantial account of all matters 
discussed and put to vote in the ayuntamiento, and of every reso- 
lution of that body, whatever may be its nature. 

Art. 40. He shall give information on any subject, whenever 
it may be necessary for him to do so, but without taking part in 
the discussion. 

Art. 41. He shall, on the opening of each session, read the 
record of the proceedings of the last session, which being ap- 
proved of, or amended, by that body, he shall render an account 
of the public correspondence and all other matters which may 
have occurred. 

Art. 42. The archives of the ayuntamiento shall be under his 
charge and responsibility; and he will deliver such documents as 
may be called for by the committees, alcalde, regidors, state's 
attorney, attorney appointed by the ayuntamiento to defend its 
interest, or any other public functionary, requiring a receipt from 
the person taking such documents. 

Art. 43. He shall not permit any individual (not compre- 
hended in the preceding article) to take from the office, any papers 
or documents that have been filed or recorded; but he can permit 
the examination of them in the office, and in no other way. 

Art. 44. He shall also execute whatever the corporation may 
order relative to the discharge of his duties. 
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Art. 45. The secretary, as an individual of the ayuntamiento, 
shall attend all the public sessions, on festival days, and shall 
wear the badges and uniform corresponding to him, and shall 
take the seat next after the proourador. 

Art. 46. He can be removed from his offilee by a resolution of 
the ayuntamiento; but his salary cannot be augmented or dimin- 
ished without the approbation of the government. 

Art. 47. In case of the sickness, absence, or other impedi- 
ment, which prevents the secretary from discharging his duties 
the ayuntamiento, can appoint an individual to supply his place, 
in conformity with art. 149, of law 37, regulating the executive 
department of the state government. 

Chapter VII. 

OF THE MUNICIPAL FUNDS. 

Art. 48. There shall be a treasurer, (depositario,) to take 
charge of the municipal funds, who shall be appointed by the ayun- 
tamiento annually, under its responsibility: any member can save 
himself from said responsibility by expressly entering on the 
journal, at the time the vote is taken, that he did not vote for 
the person appointed by the majority, and therefore will not be 
responsible for him. 

Art. 49. The treasurer shall keep an exact account, with the 
proper vouchers of the ingress and egress of all the funds placed 
under his charge. 

Art. 50. The person shall be elected treasurer who receives a 
majority of the votes of the members present at the election. 

Art. 51. The treasurer may be elected from the members of 
the ayuntamiento, or from the other citizens of the municipality, 
and he can be re-elected without limit. 

Art. 52. The duties of the treasurer shall be: — 

1st. To keep an exact account of the ingress and egress of 
the funds committed to his charge, with each item authenticated 
by its proper voucher. 

2d. He shall only make the payments which may be ordered 
by the ayuntamiento. 

3d. He shall form a general account of said funds at the end 
of each year, and present it to the ayuntamiento 1 , to be revised, 
authorised and transmitted to the government for its approbation. 
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Art. 53. The ayuntamiento shall not order any disposition of 
said funds, which are not peculiarly applicable to the expenses of 
the municipality, and which have not been previously approved 
of by the government. 

Art. 54. Should the treasurer make any exhibitions in his 
accounts other than those above designated, he shall not receive 
credit for them at the time of revisal and approval of the account. 

Art. 55. The treasurer shall receive an emolument of two and 
a half per cent, on the whole amount of funds he receives during 
the year of his appointment. 

Chapter VIII. 

OF TAXES, (ARBITRIOS.) 

Art. 56. In the years 1829 and 1830, there shall be collected 
from the proprietors of property hereinafter enumerated, the fol- 
lowing sums, to wit: At the rate of four and a half dollars for 
each league of land; and at the rate of one dollar for each labor 
granted in the jurisdiction of Austin; half a bit, (6| cents) per 
head, for each head of horned cattle over one year old; four bits 
per head for each head of American horses; one bit per head for 
each head of common or unbroken horses or brood mares; two bits 
per head for each head of mules; six bits per head for each head 
of jacks (burro;) two cents for each head of hogs; two dollars 
for each negro servant; one dollar for each town lot; two dollars 
for each out lot, belonging to the plan of the town. 

Art. 57. Each person who exercises the profession of public 
agent to attend to the business of individuals, before the alcalde 
of the jurisdiction of Austin, shall pay 25 dollars annually — these 
persons are those who act as lawyers: — And should the person 
acting as agent, as aforesaid, be a foreigner, not legally estab- 
lished in this country, he shall pay one hundred and fifty dollars 
annually to exercise the agency spoken of in the first part of 
this article. 

Art. 58. Each person who sells merchandise in the jurisdiction 
of Austin, and who is a foreigner not legally established, agree- 
ably to the Law of Colonization, as an inhabitant of said juris- 
diction, shall pay to the municipal funds the sum of one hundred 
and fifty dollars, for each store or establishment, and shall take 
out a license to that effect, for each store or establishment, from 
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the ayuntamiento, to sell goods in said jurisdiction for one year 
from its date; and whoever sells, or attempts to sell, any mer- 
chandise whatever, within said jurisdiction, before he shall have 
presented himself to the ayuntamiento, paid the said hundred and 
fifty dollars, and taken out said license, shall incur the penalty 
of treble the amount of said licence. 

A foreigner who delivers his merchandise to a citizen of the 
jurisdiction to sell for him, shall pay five per cent, on the amount 
of sales, and the person who sells them shall be responsible for 
the same, for which purpose he shall render a certified account 
under oath, every three months, to the ayuntamiento, of the 
amount which he may have sold of merchandise belonging to a 
foreigner ; and shall pay over to the treasurer of the ayuntamiento, 
every three months, the said five per cent, on such sales, under 
the penalty of treble the amount which he fails to render an 
account of. 

Art. 59. Bach merchant of the jurisdiction, legally established, 
according to the Law of Colonization, shall pay to the municipal 
funds twenty-five dollars, for each store or establishment which 
he may have in the jurisdiction, and shall take out a licence from 
the ayuntamiento to sell goods within the same, for one year from 
its date. Whoever sells, or attempts to sell, any merchandize 
whatever, within said jurisdiction, not being, of the produce of 
the same, before he shall have presented himself to the ayunta- 
miento, paid the said twenty-five dollars, and taken out the said 
licence, shall incur the penalty of treble the amount of said licence. 

Art. 60. Bach person who establishes a tipling shop or grocery, 
for the retail of liquors, being a foreigner not legally established, 
shall pay one hundred and fifty dollars a year, for which purpose 
he shall take out a licence, as in the other cases, and shall be sub- 
ject to the same penalties, and should he deliver his liquor to a 
citizen, to sell for him, he shall pay five per cent., as in cases of 
merchandise, under the same regulations before established. 

Art. 61. Each person who establishes a tipling shop or grocery 
for the sale of liquors, being a citizen legally established, shall 
pay to the municipal funds fifty dollars a year, and shall take out 
a license to that effect, from the ayuntamiento, under the same 
formalities and subject to the same penalties as in other cases. 
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Art. 62. It is positively prohibited that any person who has 
not taken out a licence for a tipling shop or grocery shall sell 
under any pretext -whatever, any ardent spirits or wine, in a less 
quantity than one gallon, English measure; and it is also pro- 
hibited that any portion of this quantity be drank in the store, 
or in its door or porch, portal; whoever fails in complying with 
this article, shall incur the penalty of paying the value of a retail 
licence; whoever sells dry-goods in a store licenced as a grocery, 
shall pay the value of a dry goods licence, besides that of a grocery 
licence. 

Art. 63. Whoever may wish to establish a public house or 
tavern, shall take out a license to that effect from the ayunta- 
miento, which shall be given gratis under the regulations and 
restriction, which it may deem necessary to prevent such taverns 
from becoming the receptacle of suspicious persons or that any 
other liquor is sold at them, than what may be necessary for the 
consumption of the guests. The ayuntamiento shall have said 
taverns under its inspection, and can annul the licence before 
mentioned, and exact the value of a tipling shop licence, whenever 
in the opinion of the ayuntamiento, such tavern has become more 
properly a tipling house, than one for the accommodation of 
travellers. 

Art. 64. Any sales, of merchandise or liquors, made on board 
of any vessel or boat in the bays or rivers are comprehended in the 
foregoing articles. 

Art. 65. The ayuntamiento under its responsibility, shall form 
such general rules, as may be necessary to collect the said taxes, 
enforcing the exact observance of them by fines, and it shall form 
a list comprehending the names of each taxable individual and 
the amount, which he or she has to pay in conformity with the 
basis herein established; copies of which list shall be put up in 
6 public places at least, besides the one which must be posted 
up at the capital of the jurisdiction, in order that all persons may 
be informed thereof, which amount shall be paid on or before the 
first of November, for the year 1829, to the treasurer of the public 
funds and for the year 1830, the half shall be paid by the first 
of June and the other half by the first of November, of the said 
year, and the alcalde at the request of the ayuntamiento shall 
deliver to the sheriff, alguacil, of the jurisdiction an execution 
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against the property of the person who fails in said payment, with 
orders to make the money by the public sale of the property of 
the delinquent, in the term of twenty days and the cost of said 
execution shall be paid by the delinquent. 

Art. 66. All the funds that remain after appropriating what 
may be necessary for the court-house, jail and ordinary expenses, 
shall be applied to the building of a school-house. 

Art. 67. All the foregoing taxes shall cease without any pre- 
text whatever, at the end of the year 1830, and the ayuntamiento, 
shall in anticipation, form and transmit to the government, a 
plan of permanent or real funds, proprios, and taxes, arbitrios, 
which are to be perpetually collected to meet the ordinary and 
annual expenses of the corporation. 

The Governor of the State shall cause it to be complied with, 
printed, published and circulated. 

Given, in the City of Leona Vieario, 30th May, 1829. 

Jose Manuel Cardenas, President — Eamon Garcia Kojas, Mem- 
ber and Secretary — J. Maria Aragon, Member and Secretary. 

Therefore, I order it to be printed, published and circulated, 
and due compliance be given to it. 

Leona Vieario, 7th June, 1829. 

Jose Maria Viesca. 

Santiago Del Valle, Sec. of State.] 

[p. 11a] Town of San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 21, 1828. 
There was a meeting of the ayuntamiento of the jurisdiction 
of Austin and the presidents, secretaries, and tellers of the munici- 
pal assemblies, which, in accordance with an order, were convoked, 
as provided by article 164 of the State Constitution, on the second 
Sunday and day following to elect the members of the new ayunta- 
miento. From the lists formed in the electoral assemblies the fol- 
lowing list of the votes cast for alcalde was made up, as required 
by article 97 of law No. 37, as well as by articles 99 10 and 100 : 

10 "Art. 97. In each of the electoral municipal assemblies which are 
to be held, in conformity with the 164th article of the constitution, on 
the second Sunday and day following of the month of December, there 
shall be formed three lists; in one shall be set down the names of the 
persons voted for for alcalde, without distinction of first, second and third; 
in another and like manner those voted for for regidores; a.nd in the other 
those voted for for syndico procurador." 

"Art. 99. The two days of election in which the polls are to be kept 
open being concluded, the president, tellers, and secretary of each elec- 
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Joseph White received 78 votes, Stephen Bichardson 59 votes, 
and Jonathan C. Peyton 10 votes. 

Ira Ingram Thomas M. Duke 

John McCrosky Thomas Davis 

John Hinkson Eawson Alley 
Green B. Jameson 

[p. 12] Town of San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 21, 1828. 

There was a meeting of the ayuntamiento of the jurisdiction of 
Austin and the presidents, secretaries, and tellers of the munici- 
pal assemblies, which, in accordance with an order, were convoked, 
as provided by article 164 of the State Constitution, on the second 
Sunday and day following to elect the members of the new ayunta- 
miento. From the lists formed in the electoral assemblies the fol- 
lowing list of the votes cast for regidor was made up, as required 
by article 97 of law No. 37, as well as by articles 99 10 and 100 : 

Hosea H. League received 108 votes, and George B. Hall 3 votes. 

Ira Ingram Green B. Jameson 

John McCrosky Thomas M. Duke 

John Hinkson Eawson Alley 

[p. 12a] Town of San Felipe de Austin, Dec. 21, 1828. 

There was a meeting of the ayuntamiento of the jurisdiction 
of Austin and the presidents, secretaries, and tellers of the munici- 
pal assemblies, which, in accordance with an order, were convoked, 
as provided by article 164 of the State Constitution, on the second 
Sunday and day following to elect the members of the new ayunta- 
miento. From the lists formed in the electoral assemblies the fol- 
lowing list of the votes cast for sindieo procurador was made up, 
as required by article 97 of law No. 37, as well as by articles 99 
and 100: 

William Cooper received 82 votes, and Green B. Jameson 33 
votes. 

Ira Ingram Green B. Jameson 

John McCrosky Thomas M. Duke 

John Hinkson Eawson Alley 

torate assembly shall form a list of the votes received by each individual, 
which being done, it shall be signed by said president, tellers and secre- 
tary, and sealed up and delivered to the secretary of the ayuntamiento." 
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[p. 13] San Felipe de Austin, January 1, 1829. 

The ayimtamiento of the jurisdiction of Austin met. Present: 
Alcalde Thomas M. Duke, Begidor Thomas Davis, and Sindico 
Procurador Eawson Alley. Absent: Begidor Humphrey Jackson. 
There were also present the newly elected members, with the ex- 
ception of William Cooper, sindico procurador elect, who was ab- 
sent. The retiring president, in conformity with the first article 
of the municipal ordinance, 11 as well as in conformity with article 
[104] of law No. 37, received from the incoming president, Joseph 
White, the oath prescribed by article 220 [of the Constitution]. 
He in turn received the oath from Hosea H. League, as regidor 
in accordance with the articles of the ordinance, law No. 37, and 
Constitution cited. Thomas Davis in conformity with article 162 
of the Constitution remained [regidor] from the past year, and 
Sindico Procurador William Cooper being absent, did not take 
the oath. 

Thomas M. Duke. 

Samuel M. Williams, Secretary pro tern. 

[p. 13a] Town of Austin, January 10, 1829. 
The ayuntamiento met in special session, with the president 
and the two regidores present, the sindico procurador being absent. 
The question for discussion was submitted and the president rec- 
ognized H. H. League, 2d regidor, who said that for the better 
procedure (arreglo) of this ayuntamiento, as well as to discharge 
the duties imposed on the body by the laws, it is very necessary 
to appoint a secretary acquainted with the two languages, and 
with sufficient knowledge to attend to its business. With this 
object he proposed that this ayuntamiento appoint Citizen Samuel 
M. Williams Secretary of this ayuntamiento, with the salary which 
this body may consider necessary in order that the said Williams 
may be able to accept the office. This body authorized Mr. League, 
the Secretary pro tern., to send to the said Williams by letter 

notice of his appointment. 

J. White. 
H. H. League [Secretary] pro tern. 

"See above, p. 311. 



